
Wow!  Weôre almost done with another school year, and what a successful year itôs been!  All of 

our instrumental groups ï marching band, concert band, pep band, and our concert ensembles 

made everyone proud to be a member of the Millard North Mustang Band family. 

 

The MN marching band received Superior ratings at all their marching contests.  They received 

the first-place trophy in the parade competition at the Columbus Marching Festival and also 

won the Sweepstakes Trophy.  This is presented to the high school band that has the highest 

combined score in both street and field marching.  The band placed 4th at both the Links 

Invitational and the Omaha Marching Invitational.  They finished the season with a fine 

performance at the NSBA State Marching Festival that earned them a Superior rating. 

 

The MN wind ensemble was finally able to travel to Lincoln to perform at the Nebraska State 

Bandmasterôs Association annual convention.  I was so glad that it didnôt begin snowing on the 

morning of February 29th!  They were the only high school concert ensemble selected to play at 

the convention, and they did an outstanding job!  They were also one of only 5 concert 

ensembles to receive a 1+ rating at District Music Contest. 

 

Our concert band and symphonic band entertained our district patrons with many concerts 

throughout the season.  Jazz 1 and Jazz 2 earned Excellent ratings at the UNO Jazz Festival and 

Superior ratings at the Millard South Jazz Festival. Eighteen entries received Superior ratings 

and 6 entries received Excellent ratings at District Music Contest. 

 

I would like to thank our Millard North Band Boosters for their support throughout the school 

year.  This organization was always there in support of our students.  I also want to thank the 

Millard North administration for their support of the Mustang Band.  Last ï but not least ï I 

want to thank Mrs. Keiser for all her help and for putting up with me.  That in it self can be a 

full -time job!  It takes the entire ñfamilyò to keep this program going strong.  We are blessed to 

have such a wonderful support team!  Thank you, everyone! 

WWWWWWWWW .MNBAND..MNBAND..MNBAND. NETNETNET    

MAY 2008  

Mr. Larry Rathbun  
Millard North Director of Bands  



Hello Band Boosters: 
As the school year comes to a close, we want to thank all of the officers, committee chairs and volunteers that 

helped make this year such a success.  Many donôt realize all the things the band boosters do behind the scene 

to help our kids excel and learn. 

 

It starts in the early summer when kids come for rehearsals and there are parent volunteers to measure the kids 

for uniforms. There are parents that hand out frozen pops on those hot summer days to the kids during band 

camp.  There are parents taking pictures and making the photo buttons, registering the kids and collecting 

money, and parents to help educate and inform the new students about where to go, what they are supposed to 

do, and who to contact for information.  There are parents that organize and staff the pool party where the kids 

can socialize and relax after a tough week of Band Camp. 

 

Then comes the Fall when the hard work of Band Camp pays off when the kids get to perform for the first time 

at ñPremier Nightò.  Of course, parents are there to organize the event, as well as, all of the different 

committees have tables set up to educate the other parents about where they can get involved with the boosters. 

 

There are football games where the Pit Crew loads up the instruments and delivers them to the football field 

and then returns them to the school after the game.  This year, we also had the concession stands at the football 

games that was a great fund raiser for the Boosters and took many volunteers to cover. 

 

Then there are the marching competitions where the Pit Crew moves the instruments to the destination of the 

week.  There are bus loads of kids where parent volunteers chaperone, make sure the uniforms are ship shape 

for the competition, have extra socks, etc. and then also have water and cookies for the kids after the 

competition.  There is a Lock-in party for the kids after the marching season is over that is organized, run, and 

staffed by parent volunteers. 

 

Then, comes the concert season.  There are treats after the concerts for the kids and parents, put together by 

parent volunteers.  Bus chaperones, cookies, jazz band trips, Big Band Dance, and contests, all keep the parent 

volunteers busy throughout the year.  There is a Post Prom party that is also supported. 

 

Then there is the administrative arm of the boosters that keeps the whole thing a float.  There is the web site 

administration, newsletter publication, Band Students Directory, treasurer, secretary, fund raisers (toner 

cartridges, contributions), budget preparation, and spirit wear (Millard North clothing). 

 

All this wouldnôt be possible if it wasnôt for the hard work and dedication of our directors.  Thank you, Mr. 

Rathbun and Mrs. Keiser, for another wonderful year.  This is our last newsletter as President of the Boosters 

and it has been great working with all of you.  I know you will show John Fray the same dedication we have 

seen in the last couple of years.  GO MUSTANGS!!!!! 

 

Steve & Denise McCown. 
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 are held once a month in 

the MN Mustang Center.  
The next meeting will be  

Monday June 9, 2008  

 
All Band Parents are  

ALWAYS welcome!  
 

  If anyone has any busi-

ness they would  like to  
discuss at this meeting, 

please call John  Fray 

ahead of time at  
758 -0329 to get your item 

added to the agenda.  

Band Boosters Meetings  
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A very special thank you goes out to Steve &  
Denise McCown for their endless devotion to the 
Millard North Band program and for their service 

as Band Booster Presidents for 2006-07 &  
2007-08.  They will be greatly missed! 

 
With that being said, we want to welcome John 
Fray as the new Band Booster President for  
2008-09.  We appreciate all he has done as 
President-Elect and look forward to his  
leadership as Band Booster President! 

With Appreciation to 
Outgoing Committee 

Chairs  
Our heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation go to 
those individuals who 
will be "graduating" 
from the band booster 
organization this year. 
We are grateful for 
your many years of 
service and dedication 
to the band! 
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Dan Anderson 
Clarinet 

Justin Bainbridge 
Flag 

Charlotte Belk 
Flute 

Stephanie Brennan 
Oboe 

Jade Bertsch 
Trumpet 

Ben Denich 
Alto Sax 

Andrew Fray 
Percussion 

Kianna Elahi 
Flute 

Clay Goodwin 
Percussion 

David Cummings 
Trumpet 

Dan Green 
Percussion 

Anna Hansen 
Clarinet 

Haley Hatter 
Drum Major/Oboe 

Emma Hansen 
Alto Sax 

Ryan Hansen 
Drum Major/Trombone 

Brenda Heim 
Clarinet 

Sonja Helstrom 
Clarinet 

Kyle Huston 
Trumpet 

Casey Jergenson 
Alto Sax 

Cayle Jones 
Bass Clarinet 


