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Mr. Larry Rathbun  
Millard North Director of Bands  

John 

Our FRESHMAN band students will have some 

early-morning rehearsals at 6:45 a.m., to prepare 

for Premiere Night, Millard Days Parade, 

Columbus Marching Festival and all home football 

games.  The freshman band combines with our 

varsity band to perform the pre-game ceremonies 

at all our home football games.  Times and dates of 

early rehearsals will be sent out in emails to all 

website subscribers, and will also be posted on the 

band website. 

 

Please read the entire newsletter, as much pertinent 

information is included in this edition.  I would ask 

that everyone sign-up as subscribers on our band 

website, in order to receive ñblanketò emails that 

are sent out concerning the Millard North Band. 

 

Mrs. Keiser and I are looking forward to another 

year with the Mustang Band!  It is already shaping 

up to be another successful year! 

Welcome to the 2008-09 school year!  We feel that 

we are off to a great start with our freshman and 

varsity bands.  We had great weather for our camp 

sessions and got much accomplished with our 

entire 9-12 marching band.   I can assure you that 

this is due to the fact that we have outstanding 

students in our band program!  I look forward to 

seeing our band progress throughout the marching 

season.  It should be an exciting season for all! 

 

VARSITY band students are reminded that the 

START time for our early-morning rehearsals is 

6:45 a.m., Tuesday through Friday.  We will NOT 

have early-morning rehearsals on Mondays, as all 

MN staff members are required to meet in their 

PLC groups until 8:30 a.m. 

For more PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS, see page 2... 

Hello Band Boosters: 

 

Welcome to the 2008/2009 Millard North High School Band!  I hope everyone had a great summer and 

I canôt wait to see the wonderful performances our students will give throughout the year. 

 

Many thanks to Dawn Coury and the volunteers that helped during Band Camp.  This is an important 

preparation time for the band as they prepare for their marching season.  In addition, Dawn and a group 

of volunteers did an excellent job providing a fun night at the pool party on July 25. 



President John Fray 758-0329 

Presidents-Elect Joe & Tammy Nields 330-8209 

Treasurer 
Anita & Robert  

St. Onge 
390-2312 

Secretary Ann & Jerry Leever 491-0009 

After State Lock-In OPEN ðð- 

Apparel Marchell Benes 315-9997 

Big Band Dance Jean Waters 991-3278 

Booster Buttons Carol Weak  

Bus Chaperones Gabriela Ostler 468-5842 

Bus Cookies Gary & Nancy Kalis 493-1458 

Contributions OPEN ðð- 

Finance Committee Jeff Bainbridge 493-6449 

Fundraiser OPEN ðð- 

Music Scholarships Heather Vanderveen 697-8246 

New Families  

Orientation 
Traci Fray 758-0329 

Newsletter Joe Nields 330-8209 

PCAT Liaison 
John Fray 

Tammy Nields 

758-0329 

330-8209 

Pit/Truck Crew Jim Laughlin 333-7564 

Post-Prom  

Decorating 
Anita St. Onge 390-2312 

Premier Night/ 

Concert Refresh-

ments 

Kim Bainbridge 

 
493-6449 

Records/

Registration 
Nancy Thorson 496-2495 

Spirit Committee Dawn Coury 963-0966 

Toner Cartridges Dallas Focht 330-7063 

Uniforms 
Karen Fulton 

Denise Mazour 

697-9410 

697-0874 

Web Site Larry & Deb Kirstein 334-1825 
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are held once a month in the Mustang Cener.   

The next meeting will be Monday, September 8, 2008  

 

All Band Parents are ALWAYS welcome to attend!  

 

  If anyone has any business they would  like to  

 discuss at this meeting, please call John Fray  

ahead of time at 758 -0329 to get your  

item(s) added to  the agenda.  

DirectorsDirectors  
Larry Rathbun,  

Band Director 

ldrathbun@mpsomaha.org 

715-1513 

 

Cathy Keiser,  

Assistant Band Director 
cakeiser@mpsomaha.org 

715-1513 

Over the past two weeks Denise Mazour, Karen Fulton, Nancy 

Thorson and their volunteers took care of uniform fittings and 

checkout.  Carol and Lannie Weak gave of their time to prepare 

picture buttons of the students so we can all wear them with pride 

during marching season. 

 

Our next big event is the Millard Days Parade on August 23rd.  

The boosters will informally gather at the corner of 136th and 

Potwin Street to watch the parade and cheer on our students. 

 

As Iôm sure you are aware by now, it takes a lot of volunteers to 

get all the things done that our students need throughout the year.  

We need over 400 volunteers to do everything from donating a 

case or two of water, to chaperoning the students on buses to 

competitions, to working at our Big Band Dance in the spring.  

The great part about volunteering with the Band Boosters is that 

you are assisting your student in one of their chosen endeavors.  

This is a great chance to take part in your childôs high school 

years while having fun with a great group of people. 

 

If you havenôt already visited our website at www.mnband.net, 

please do as it is updated regularly with information for you.  

This great resource also has pictures and volunteer sign up 

opportunities.  In addition, there is a place on the site where you 

can sign up to receive important emails about things that may 

change as the year progresses. 

 

I look forward to a great marching season and a fun year.  GO 

Mustangs!! 

John Fray 

PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS,        continued from page 1... 
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Millard Days Parade 
The Millard Dayôs Parade will be held Saturday, August 23rd in downtown Millard.  The parade be-

gins at 11:00 a.m.  The Mustang Band will assemble at Central Middle School at 10:30 a.m.  Central 

Middle School is located at 12801 ñLò Street.  The Millard North Band is #81 in this yearôs parade. 

 

Students are reminded to wear their summer attire band uniform.  This consists of their blue pep 

band shirt, blue jean shorts, black Drillmasters (marching shoes) and black golf anklets.  Students 

may purchase golf anklets at MNHS from Nancy Thorson (band uniform chair) for $1 per pair.  Stu-

dents should take their instruments home after Friday nightôs Premiere Night performance so that 

they have all needed equipment for Saturdayôs parade.  The Millard North band room will be open 

from 9:00-9:30 a.m. Saturday morning, for any students who forgot to take their equipment home 

Friday night. 

 

Parents usually gather informally at the corner of 136th and Potwin Street (the same area as last 

year) to watch the parade and cheer on our students .  Please visit with your student and plan where 

youôll meet up after the parade.  Come join us and cheer on the Mustang Marching Band.  Donôt for-

get to wear your Blue! 

 

 

Note: Traffic is very heavy; 

parking is hard to find.  Many 

times the main entrance to Cen-

tral Middle School frontage road 

at 131st street is blocked off be-

fore 10 a.m. by parade officials.  

The map shows (in blue) an al-

ternate route you may want to 

use when dropping off your Band 

student. 

Central  

Middle 

Dairy 

Queen 

Join us as we Recycle and Raise Money for the Millard North Band by 

Gathering HP and Canon Toner Cartridges from home, work and friends. 

Including:  Small cartridges from personal printers and   

Large cartridges from commercial printers 

 

Place cartridges in or near the designated container in the band room. 

 

Contact Dallas or Cyndi Focht with any questions or  

if you need help with commercial cartridge pick-up. 

(330-7063 or d.fochtiii@att.net) 

Toner Cartridge Fundraiser 



BAND BUDDIES - Back by Popular Demand!    

If you're willing to reach out to one or more Freshman families to welcome them and provide a per-

sonal connection to the Band Boosters, please call or e-mail Traci Fray at 758-0329, 

tjadr@tconl.com.   Thanks!   

Some things new (and old) band members should know: 

The Millard North Band Website is:  www.mnband.net ï Sign up for e-mail ï not too many come 

 through, but important info, often from the director. 

Millard Days parade:  Aug 23, 10:30 a.m., parade begins at 11:00 See page 3. 

Football games ï Frosh march in pregame show and play in stands for pep band.  They wear  their 

 uniform.  They get 3rd quarter off but play 4th quarter.  Many parents sit behind the  band and 

 wear their spirit wear.  All home football games are at Millard South. 

Frosh march at Columbus on Oct. 4th.  They can go on the bus with the band.  Typically they 

 bring a sack lunch.  Boosters provide iced water.  They stay and watch the band march in  the 

 show and then all come home on the bus. 

 (Weôre in need of some high quality H2O) After each event our band participates 

in, the boosters provide bottled water to all band members.  With over 200 students 

involved in band, it takes a lot of water to help them cool down.  If you can donate a 

case of water or more, please sign up in the volunteer section of our website.  Our stu-

dents will consume 1,500 plus bottles of water during marching season, meaning 63 or 

more cases will be needed.  This is a great way to volunteer to benefit all of our kids 

Youôll receive newsletters periodically throughout the year to keep you informed about our organi-

zation, students and upcoming events.  Also, up-to-date information is always available on the 

band website: www.mnband.net.  Be sure to bookmark the site and sign up for e-mail notification 

about last minute changes and breaking information you need to know. Our goal is to help keep 

you informed about Millard North Mustang bands! 

 

Please let me know if you have any corrections to your name or address so I can get the Band ros-

ter updated. Also, if you know of someone who didnôt get a copy of the newsletter, let me know so 

I can ensure they are on the roster.  Finally, if you have ideas, comments, suggestions, questions, 

etc.  regarding the Newsletter, please let me know.   

 

Joe Nields,  MN Bands Newsletter Editor 

402-330-8209   joenields@cox.net 

NEWSLETTER COMMENTS 
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The varsity band will be performing ñMinimally Speakingò for their 2008 field 

show.  The music was written by Richard Saucedo and features three contrasting 

movements.  The fist movement ñNew Rhythmicsò features an articulate opening 

statement by the band written in a multi-meter style that commands the listenerôs 

attention. 

 

The second movement ñLayersò is a very contrasting movement that features a 

slow and sonorous melody performed by the wind sections.  It begins with soft sec-

tional work which crescendos to a beautiful full-sounding chorale section before 

ending in the same soft manner as in the beginning. 

 

The third movement ñEchoesò is written in duple meter with a main theme that be-

gins at different times throughout all sections of the band.  It incorporates a march-

like tempo that contrasts the 2nd movement and brings closure to the show! 

 

We look forward to your attendance at our home football games and marching 

competitions that we will be performing at throughout the season. 

2008 Varsity Marching Show2008 Varsity Marching Show2008 Varsity Marching Show    
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The freshman band will perform a half-time show that features patriotic selections.  They in-

clude the following: 

 

God Bless America 

America, the Beautiful 

Salute to Americaôs Finest  (U.S. Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Marines & Air Force) 

 

A patriotic theme is always good.  It is important that we show support for our troops in their 

efforts to keep America ñthe land of the freeò!  The freshman will perform their half-time 

show at the last home football game. 

 

Patriotic  
Freshman   

Show  


