
This document has been prepared to give you a brief overview of the MNHS band 

program and all it has to offer.  Please note that items are subject to change.  

Event-specific details will be communicated throughout the school year.  Please 

check our website for the most up-to-date schedules, times and information! 

WWW.MNBAND.NET  



Here are important dates that may affect your incoming band students! Please add these to your calendar: 

DATE    EVENT       TIME  

Saturday, Feb 21  8th Grade Joins Pep Band      5:00PM   

    (rehearsal, refreshments, play for the game!) 

*Drop off & pick up your student at the band room (on the north side of the school, across from the tennis courts).  Your  

8th grade student will play with the MN Pep Band at a home basketball game!  Your student will receive more information  

about this event from their own band directors.  This is a great chance to meet other band students!   

 

Tuesday, June 9  Color Guard & Drum Line Rehearsal    6:00PM - 9:00PM 

 

Tuesday, June 16  Color Guard Rehearsal      6:00PM - 9:00PM 

    Drum Line (All Students 9-12)     6:00PM - 9:00PM 

    Band Rehearsal by Instrument (All Students 9-12) 

    Flute, Trumpet, French Horn     6:00PM 

    Clarinet, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba    7:00PM 

    Sax (Alto, Tenor, Baritone), Bass Clarinet    8:00PM 

 

Tuesday, June 23  NO REHEARSAL (Color Guard/Drum Line/Band) 

 

Tuesday, June 30  NO REHEARSAL (Color Guard/Drum Line/Band) 

 

Tuesday, July 7   Color Guard & Drum Line Rehearsal (All Students 9-12) 6:00PM - 9:00PM 

    Band Rehearsal by Instrument (Varsity ONLY: 10-12) 

    Flute, Trumpet, French Horn     6:00PM 

    Clarinet, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba    7:00PM 

    Sax (Alto, Tenor, Baritone), Bass Clarinet    8:00PM 

    Varsity Uniform Fitting      6:00PM - 8:45PM 

    (Also for Freshmen  who canôt make it Aug 4 or 6) 

 

Tuesday, July  14  Color Guard & Drum Line Rehearsal    6:00PM - 9:00PM 

    Band Rehearsal (Varsity ONLY: 10-12)    6:00PM - 9:00PM 

    Varsity Uniform Fitting      6:00PM - 8:45PM 

    (Also for Freshmen  who canôt make it Aug 4 or 6) 

 

Monday-Thursday  9th Grade Band Camp      8:00AM - NOON 

July 20-23   

 

Tuesday, July 21  NO REHEARSAL (Color Guard/Drum Line/Band) 

 

Friday, July 24   Band Camp (ALL Students 9-12)    8:00AM - 4:00PM 

    Varsity Gold Card Sales Begin (ALL Students 9-12)  3:00PM 

    MNHS Band Pool Party (ALL Students 9-12)   TBA 

 

Monday-Friday    Varsity Band Camp      8:00AM - 4:00PM 

July 27-July 31  

 

Friday, July 31   Gold Card Blitz (ALL Students 9-12)    3:00PM -  6:00PM 

 

Tuesday, Aug. 4  Band Rehearsal (Varsity Marching Band)   6:00PM - 8:30PM 

    Freshmen Uniform Fitting     6:00PM - 8:15PM 

 

Thursday, Aug. 6  Band Rehearsal (Varsity Marching Band)   6:00PM - 8:30PM 

    Freshmen Uniform Fitting     6:00PM - 8:15PM 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 12  First Day of School !!!!!!!  

 

* Pit Percussion Rehearsals will be scheduled as needed at a later date. 

* For More Information :   Band Office Phone: 715-1513   Band Web Page: www.mnband.net 



The band Booster Organization is made up of parents and anyone 

wishing to support the band  program.  We are all about supportð

support of our kids, the band directors and the music program.  It is 

a rewarding experience that provides the unique opportunity to be 

involved in some of your childôs school activities.  There are plenty 

of ways to show your support:  some of you may want to volunteer 

to serve on one of the committees; some may bake cookies; some 

may help move equipment; some may just want to stand in the 

crowd and cheer.  The Band Boosters organization is the network 

you can use to make sure you are at the right place at the right time, 

to show your support no matter how you choose to participate. 

 

You will have many opportunities to get involved in the Booster 

organization.  There are a couple of events held early in the march-

ing season, one of which is Premiere Night when the band performs 

for the first time.  On this night, the role of the Boosters and vari-

ous volunteer opportunities will be explained in detail.  Volunteer 

sign-up sheets and information will be available.  You may also 

volunteer anytime online.  Check out the many ways you can make 

a difference. 

Millard North Band is an award winning, Class AA band that includes over 200 talented and wellï

rounded students. The Millard North High School Band forms a vital and important part of a 

studentôs High School life.  The group represents a large, colorful, visual and highly-disciplined 

segment of the school population.  Band Students can take great pride their musicianship and 

accomplishments. 

 

Weôre so glad you are hereðweôre looking forward to getting to know you and your band student 

better in the coming year! 

Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! Welcome!  

Mr. Larry Rathbun has taught instrumental music for over 24 years.  In 2006, he was 

inducted into the Music Hall of Fame at Chadron State College in Chadron, NE.  Larry 

chose teaching as his profession back in 1968.  At that time, he thought he was selecting it 

as a career choice.  He now knows that it is more than his job - it is his passion!  Mr. 

Rathbun has been married to his wife, Laurie, for 28 years. 

 

Mrs. Catherine Keiser is starting her sventh year as assistant director of bands.  Mrs. 

Keiser comes from Boys Town High School where she and her husband, Dick, had been 

team teaching the band and choir for nineteen years.  She has been active in adjudicating 

and clinic work throughout Nebraska and Iowa.  She is a graduate of the University of 

South Dakota and has completed her Masterôs Degree.  Cathy has two daughters, Kelly 

and Jennifer.   

The Directors 

The MNHS Band is directed by  

Mr. Larry Rathbun and Mrs. Cathy Keiser 

Who are the Boosters??? 



Band camp is required for all students.  Freshmen band camp is Monday - Thursday, 

July 20-23.  Freshmen have a week to themselves where they can learn the ropes, meet 

other band students and have a LOT of fun!!!  

 

The dates for Freshmen Band Camp are also shown on page 2.  Always remember 

the website is your best source for up-to-date information: WWW.MNBAND.NET  

BAND CAMP!!! 

One-time fees include: 

F Marching Shoes (Drillmasters) - $30 (2008 

price) 

F Pep Band Shirts - $20-$25 (2008 price) 

* Shoes & shirts are purchased during Band 

Camp and can be used each year if they are in 

good shape & continue to fit! 

 

Yearly  fees include: 

F School instrument Rental  (if needed) - $75 

F Percussion Fee (if participating) - $25 

F Band Booster Fee (voluntary) - $50 / 

family 

F Uniform Alteration Fee - $8 (2008 price) 

 

 

Dates to watch for 

include: 

F School instrument checkout (for those 

needing a school rental) 

F Evening rehearsals (Attendance is 

STRONGLY encouraged) 

F Freshman Band Camp (Mandatory 

Attendance for Grade 9) 

F Varsity  Band Camp (Mandatory 

Attendance for Grades 10-12) 

F Early Morning Band Rehearsals 

(Mandatory Attendance ) 

 

Band Fees 

(subject to change) 

F Freshmen uniform fittings will be Tuesday, August 4th & Thursday, August 6th from 6-8:15pm.  

Freshmen who canôt make it these dates can come Tuesday, July 7 or Tuesday, July 14, from 6-8:45pm.  

Parents, please come with your child so that we can explain some details about the uniform and answer 

any questions you may have.  If you can not come on one of these nights, please call Tammy Coughlin

- 896-2971, Denise Mazour-697-0874 or Karen Fulton-697-9410 to make other arrangements.  

F Students should avoid taking Driverôs Ed at times that conflict with band activities such as Band Camp 

and the Marching season. 

F Private music instruction is encouraged.  There are many qualified instructors in our area.  Contact one 

of the Band Directors if you need help finding an instructor. 

F Students can and do participate in band and sports, the IB program, etc.  If you are concerned about 

scheduling conflicts or workload issues, please talk to one of the directors. 

Other Important Information 



Marching Band All students participate in the marching band.  Freshmen participate in 

parades, select pre-game performances and pep band at football games.  They will learn 

marching fundamentals along with performing a half-time show at a football game. 

Color Guard is part of our marching band. It visually enhances what the Band presents 

during half time and field shows.  They rehearse each morning with the marching band.  

They also rehearse on Tuesday evenings (during marching season) from 6-8pm.  The Color Guard is 

open to all MNHS students in grades 9-12.  Students already in band may audition. 

 

Concert Bands All students participate in concert bands.  Concert band begins af-

ter marching season and lasts until the end of the school year.  There are three concert 

bands at Millard North: Concert Band (grades 2-4 literature/~80-90 members), Sym-

phonic Band (grades 3-5 literature/~65-75 members) and Wind Ensemble (grades 4-6 

literature/~40-45 members).   

 

Students are placed in an ensemble through live auditions with one of the band direc-

tors held in the Spring at the middle schools.  Audition dates and music will be given to the students 

for preparation prior to auditions.  Freshmen placed in a higher band will attend the Freshman band 

period during first semester.  Any necessary schedule changes are made prior to the start of 2nd se-

mester.  Changes usually donôt cause problems as they are anticipated due to the early auditions. 

 

Pep Band All  students are required to participate in Pep Band.  Students are 

divided into two groups (Blue & Silver Pep) and are required to play at half of 

the home basketball games (approx. 3-4 games each).  The two groups usually 

alternate games.  There is no audition process for Pep Band. 

 

Jazz Bands There are two Jazz Bands open to all students who play a jazz band in-

strument.  Auditions for the Jazz Bands occur in October and are by tape auditions.  

(Audition information will be announced during band class).  Jazz I consists of more 

advanced players and typically rehearses Wednesdays and Fridays at 7am in the band 

room.  Jazz II (usually underclassmen)  typically rehearses Tuesdays and Thursdays at 

7am in the band room. 

 

Orchestra Most band instruments are needed for Orchestra and students may audition if in-

terested.  Auditions are usually held in the Fall by the Orchestra Director.  (Audition informa-

tion will be announced during band class).  Band students typically attend Orchestra rehears-

als once a week during first hour. 

 

Solo/Chamber Ensemble Students are encouraged to enhance their playing through these optional 

activities.  Various opportunities information will be announced during band class.  Some opportuni-

ties include Elkhorn Band Olympics (9th-10th graders),  honor bands and District Music Contest. 

 

Student Leadership Students have the opportunity of being selected to serve in various leadership 

roles such as section leaders, leadership team and as drum majors.  These students attend regular 

meetings, conduct sectional rehearsals and assist with the general operation of the band. 

!!!The Bands Are All Here, at Millard North!!! 


