
Another year is in the books.  Our entire band program enjoyed success throughout the season.  

The marching band received superior ratings at all contests, and received the 3rd place 

Sweepstakes Trophy at the highly competitive Omaha Marching Invitational. 

 

Symphonic band and concert band performed for concerts throughout the season and 

participated in the Nebraska State Bandmasters Association Concert Band Festival, held on the 

campus of UNO.  Both ensembles performed on a high level and received great comments from 

the adjudicators.  The wind ensemble received a 1+ rating at District Music Contest for 

receiving superior ratings from all three judges. 

 

Jazz 2 received óexcellentô ratings at both the UNO Jazz Festival and the Millard South Jazz 

Festival.  Jazz 1 received an óexcellentô rating at the UNO Jazz Festival and a ósuperiorô rating 

at the Millard South Jazz Festival.  Both groups also provided entertainment and dance music 

for the 9th annual Big Band Dance. 

 

Soloists and small-ensemble members fared well at the Elkhorn Band Olympics and District 

Music Contest.  Our freshmen and sophomore students received the 1st place trophy at the 

Elkhorn Band Olympics.  Seventeen District Music Contest entries received ósuperiorô ratings 

and five entries received óexcellentô ratings.  Fourteen members of the MNHS band were 

selected as members of the All-State Band and All-State Orchestra. 

 

I want to thank the students for all their efforts throughout the year.  Our program was able to 

accomplish great things due to their hard work and dedication.  Our booster organization is 

second-to-none!  They keep things ówell-oiledô throughout the season by providing us with well

-altered band uniforms, chaperones for trips, and treats before and after our competitions and 

concerts, just to mention a few things. 

 

Thanks to everyone for all your support of the Millard North óMustangô Band.  Relax and enjoy 

your summer.   Youôve earned it! 

WWWWWWWWW .MNBAND..MNBAND..MNBAND. NETNETNET    

MAY 2009  

Mr. Larry Rathbun  
Millard North Director of Bands  



Hello Band Boosters: 
 

As the year comes to a close, I want to thank all of those who volunteered their time, talents and money 

throughout the year.  I canôt think of a better cause to support than our own students and their endeavors. 

 

This year has been filled with activities of all kinds, from band camp, to competitions, concerts, 

fundraisers, trip to Orlando, and Big Band Dance just to name a few.  None of these events would have 

been as successful without the efforts put forth by all of our volunteers. Whether you donated water, or 

gave your time at an event, thanks for everything. 

 

Two special groups of people made super efforts this year.  First, all of our committee chairs were 

invaluable.  Some of these folks have been working tirelessly for years to make sure all of our students 

have a great band experience.  I cannot express enough thanks to all of them, but wanted to make 

everyone aware of whom they are.  Thank you Nancy Thorson, Marchell Benes, Jean Waters, Lannie 

and Carol Weak, Gabriela Ostler, Gary and Nancy Kalis, Ann and Jerry Leever, Jeff and Kim 

Bainbridge, Rebecca Welton, Heather Vanderveen, Joe and Tammy Neilds, Jim Laughlin, Robert and 

Anita St.Onge, Dawn Coury, Dallas and Cindy Focht, Karen Fulton, Denise Mazour,  and Larry and Deb 

Kirstein.  We couldnôt have done it without all of you. 

 

Second, our group of chaperones on the trip to Orlando deserves huge thanks.  These folks paid for their 

own trip, supported our kids, loaded and unloaded the tractor trailer numerous times, tended to sickness 

and trip issues and did it all with a smile.  Many thanks go out to our official chaperones: Carol and 

Lannie Weak, Don and Miriam Moran, Jay and Melanie Dostal, Kim Bainbridge, Marcia Shavlik, Dodie 

Warren, Sandy Gordon, Keith Jones, Jerry Abrahamson, Curt Coughlin, Joe Coughlin, and Laurie 

Rathbun.  There were others that went on their own, although I wonôt list them here due to the fact that I 

might miss someone; our thanks go out to you for assisting. 

 

Of course none of the above would happen at all if it werenôt for the great directors we have.  Our thanks 

to Mr. Rathbun and Mrs. Keiser for all the hard work they put in with our students.  Their efforts have 

made the Millard North Band into one of the most respected programs in the state. 

 

It is hard to believe Band Camp starts in just a few short weeks.  Please continue to visit our website at 

mnband.net to get updated information and to sign-up to volunteer for next year.  Everyone is 

encouraged to join us and become more involved with your student and the band as a whole.  We are 

always looking for people to share their talents with us.  We are currently looking to fill a couple of 

positions including an assistant to help with Spirit Wear and for someone to take over the production of 

this newsletter.  If you would be interested in helping with either of these, please contact me at any time.  

You may email me on the Band Booster page of our website.  Thanks for all your support and I look 

forward to seeing you during the 2009/2010 season! 

           John Fray 
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 are held once a month in 

the MN Mustang Center.  
The next meeting will be  

Monday June 8, 2009  

 
All Band Parents are  

ALWAYS welcome!  
 

  If anyone has any busi-

ness they would  like to  
discuss at this meeting, 

please call John  Fray 

ahead of time at  
758 -0329 to get your item 

added to the agenda.  

Band Boosters Meetings  
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A very special thank you goes out to John Fray for his 
endless devotion to the Millard North Band program and 
for his service as Band Booster President for 2008-09! 
 
Several Band Committee Chairs still need to be filled.  
These include Booster President, Booster President Elect 
and Newsletter Chair.  Please consider volunteering for 
these positions.  It is a great way to meet other band par-
ents and to support the band and your band student!  If 
you are interested, please contact John Fray at 758-0329. 

With Appreciation to 
Outgoing Committee 

Chairs  
Our heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation go to 
those individuals who 
will be "graduating" 
from the band booster 
organization this year. 
We are grateful for 
your many years of 
service and dedication 
to the band! 
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  Garrett Allen 
Trumpet 

Daniel Bennett 
Percussion 

 Kaity Bequette    
Guard 

Aaron Bierman 
Trombone 

   Mike Brown    
Trumpet 

Justin Blobaum 
Percussion 

Austin Brake 
Alto Sax 

Kiersten Bruun 
Flute 

Jasmine 
Campbell 

Guard 

Lizzy Curran 
Drum Major  

/Clarinet 

   Ryan  Elder        
  Trombone  

 Kaitlyn Ferdig 
Clarinet 

Katie Fennelly 
Clarinet 

Kelsey Ferdig 
Flute 

Amelia Foubert 
Flute 

      Kara Focht 
Clarinet 

     Sarah Fulton 
Tenor Sax 

Anna Gronewold 
Flute 

Stephanie 
 Branchaud 

Bari Sax 

   Tyler Fisher 
Trumpet 

   Tyler Hoffmann 
Percussion 

Bethany Holloway 
Flute 

Jackson Hultman 
Percussion 

 Brittany Johansen 
Flute 

  Kate Hunter           
Alto Sax 

Kevin Halvorson 
Percussion 

Kristen Halvorson 
Clarinet 


