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For more PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS, see page 3... 

 
Hello Everyone: 

 
I think everyone will agree that our students put on an awesome performance throughout the marching season.  They 
received a superior rating at every competition and were one of only seven bands receiving this rating at the NSBA 
competition.  Congratulations to all of them. 
 
Of course, this would not have been possible without the dedicated work of our two band directors.  Thanks to Mr. Rathbun 
and Mrs. Kaiser for all their hard work, we, as parents appreciate all the time and effort you put in to make our band 
successful. 
 
To all that volunteered during marching season, I canôt thank you enough.   I hope you enjoyed working with everyone and, 
if returning next year, will come back and assist again.  To all of our committee chair people, a great big thank you.  One 
individual deserves a special recognition.  Jim Laughlinôs daughter graduated last year, yet with no successor stepping 
forward to take over his committee, he worked the equipment truck again this year, without a student in the band.  Jim 
would be the first to tell you that he enjoys working with the students and we appreciate all that he has done for us.  We 
could not have done it without him.  From everyone, thank you Jim! 

What ï the marching band season is already com-
pleted?  It canôt be true ï we just began last week, 
didnôt we?  Yes, itôs hard to believe that weôre already 
working on concert ensemble music.  Where does the 
time go?  The students ñdid us proudò again this year 
during the marching season.  They received nothing 
less than superior ratings at all of their contests 
throughout the season.   
 
The band received the 1

st
 place trophy for parade 

marching at the Columbus Marching Festival.  They 
earned (okay ï they havenôt REALLY received it yet) 
the Sweepstakes trophy for having the highest com-

bined score for both the parade and field competition.  They 
earned 3

rd
 place Sweepstakes trophies at both the Lincoln 

ñLinksò Invitational and the Omaha Marching Invitation.  They 
were one of only seven bands (of 29 total bands entered) that 
earned a Superior rating at the Nebraska State Band Masters 
Association state contest.  I congratulate the students for a 
job well done! 
 
We are already preparing for the December 15

th
 concert and 

have the pep band rosters established for the bands that will 
support our basketball teams throughout their seasons.  
Home basketball games will begin in mid-December. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the parent volun-
teers for helping throughout the marching band season.  Your 
efforts have aided in the success that the Mustang band has 
achieved.  Your efforts are very much appreciated and did 
not go unnoticed by the staff or students.  Thanks again!  I 
look forward to seeing everyone at our December concert. 
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are held the second Monday of  the 

month in the Mustang Center.   

 

The next meeting will be  

Monday,  December 14, 2009  

 

All Band Parents are ALWAYS wel-

come to attend!  

 

  If anyone has any business they 

would  like to  discuss at this meeting,  

please call John Fray at 758 -0329  

to get your item(s) added to  the 

agenda.  

DirectorsDirectors  

Larry Rathbun,  

Band Director 

ldrathbun@mpsomaha.org 

715-1513 

 

 

 

 

Cathy Keiser,  

Assistant Band Director 

cakeiser@mpsomaha.org 

715-1513 

Meetings of  the Band Boosters  

Millard North Band Boosters Newsletter  

President John Fray 758-0329 

Presidents-Elect OPEN  

Treasurer 
Anita & Robert  

St. Onge 
390-2312 

Secretary Ann & Jerry Leever 491-0009 

After State Party & 

Picture Buttons 
Lannie & Carol Weak  

Apparel Marchelle Benes 315-9997 

Big Band Dance Kathi Muss 505-8617 

Booster Buttons Carol Weak  

Bus Chaperones Gabriela Ostler 468-5842 

Bus Cookies Gary & Nancy Kalis 493-1458 

Contributions Lannie Weak  

Finance Committee Kim & Jeff Bainbridge 493-6449 

HyVee Receipts Dallas & Cyndi Focht 330-7063 

Music Scholarships Heather Vanderveen 697-8246 

New Families  

Orientation 
Sue Halvorson 493-6409 

Newsletter Marcia Shavlik 334-4820 

Pit/Truck Crew Jim Laughlin 333-7564 

Post-Prom  

Decorating 
Anita St. Onge 390-2312 

Premier Night/ 

Concert Refresh-

ments 

Kim Bainbridge 

Rebecca Welton 

 

493-6449 

493-4646 

Records/Registration Tammy Coughlin 896-2971 

Spirit Committee Dawn Coury 963-0966 

Uniforms 
Karen Fulton 

Denise Mazour 

697-9410 

697-0874 

Website Larry & Deb Kirstein 334-1825 



 
As we move into concert season, volunteers will still be needed for things like Spirit Committee, Big Band 
Dance, Concert Refreshments, Eighth Grade Pizza Party with the Pep Band, and many other events.  Please 
visit the website to see where you can volunteer. 
 
As you may be aware, our web email has had to change.  If you have not been getting any emails from us, it 
has become necessary to go to our site and sign up again.  Many Internet Service Providers are now blocking 
emails that are sent to large lists of people in order to minimize spam on the internet.  As they canôt tell what is 
and what isnôt spam, our emails have been stopped at certain providers.  In order to resolve this issue, the 
email method we use had to be re-worked.  Many thanks to Greg and Brenda Kreiser and Larry and Deb 
Kirstein for guiding us through this process. 
 

Finally, please remember that we are collecting Hy-Vee receipts over the next couple of months to help raise 

money for band equipment.  Please send any and all receipts from area Hy-Vee stores with your student so 

that they can put them in the container designated for them in the band room .  In addition, we will be selling 

gourmet coffee over the next several months, so look for more information shortly.  These are great last minute 

gift ideas or stocking stuffers.  John Fray, President 

Sweet Season 
 

We want to thank all the parents (listed below) who generously donated cookies 
throughout the Marching Band season.  It was a sweet reward for the kids to enjoy on 

the ride back to school after working hard in competition.  All members of the band and color guard ap-
preciate your efforts.  This year 26 parents donated 1,464 cookies!  
 
It is the combined effort of the directors, kids, and parents that make the MN Mustang Band both suc-
cessful and such a wonderful experience for our children.  We feel privileged to be part of the Mustang 
Band family and wish Suzie Lewandowski, next yearõs Bus Cookie Chair, all the best.  Sheõs going to love 
it!  

                                    Gary and Nancy Kalis 
        MN Mustang Bus Cookie Chairs  

 
Parents who donated cookies:  

 

 
 
 

Yadra Atkins  Mary Birrkentall  Lisa and Marty Berman  

Deanne Caudle Bea Dentler  Diane Edwards 

Cyndi Focht  Sandy Gjesdahl  Lorraine Handel  

Mary Hartman  Patti Holley  Meggie Jergenson  

Nancy and Gary Kalis Suzie Lewandowski LeAnne Ludes 

Mary Lunde  Denise McCown Laura Mitchell  

Kathi Muss  Pam Soderquist  Michelle Tibbels  

Carol Weak Beth Weiss  Rebecca Welton  

Amy Wilhelm  Helen Lykke -Wisler   

PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS, continued from page 1 
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THANKS! THANKS! THANKS! THANKS! THANKS!  

Thanks to all of the parents who donated candy 

and helped fill the candy sacks for the varsity 

band after their state competition.  The candy 

is always a big hit! 

 

Thank you to Larry Kirstein for taking the pho-

tographs of the seniors and their parents at Sen-

ior Recognition Night.  The pictures are all 

available on the website.           ðDawn Coury 

Thanks to all of you who volun-

teered to chaperone during 

marching band season!  During 

the rest of the year, we may need chaper-

ones to go on the band trips to basketball, 

volleyball games, and other band competi-

tions.  Please send an e-mail to Gabriela Os-

tler at chukostler@aol.com if you would be 

interested in being a chaperone at such 

events.  I will touch base with you when I 

have a firm date and time.  Thanks again for 

your generosity!  It feels great to support 

the band youth in this way to help them 

look their best and keeping them safe to and 

from the performance locations!   

 

                                          ðGabriela Ostler 

Thank you to Carol and Lannie Weak for taking 

charge of the After State Party that was held at 

the high school on October 25th!!!  All of your 

hard work was truly appreciated by everyone!! 

 

Also a big thank you goes out to all of the par-

ents and students who took tons of pictures dur-

ing marching season.  We have some fantastic 

photographers out there!  And thank you to 

Larry Kirstein for putting them all on the band 

website for everyone to see!!  If you havenôt 

seen the pictures, please visit www.mnband.net.  

There is also a link there to the pictures taken 

by  Jolesch Photography of the varsity band at 

the state competition this year.   

 

HELP WANTED!  

 

The Big Band Dance Chairman, Kathi Muss, 

is looking for a Co-Chair Volunteer to help 

with the 2010 Big Band Dance in May.  The 

parent of a Freshman, Sophomore, or a Jun-

ior is really needed so that the information 

can be passed along for the next year!   

Please contact Kathi Muss at 505-8617 

HY-VEE RECEIPT FUNDRAISER  

The Millard North Band Boosters are collecting receipts through the end of December 2009.  We appre-

ciate even the smallest dollar amount.  Hy-Vee donates $1 for every $200 of receipts, so we need every 

possible receipt to reach our goal.  The collection box is located on the table at the front of the band 

room.  Please turn in the receipts regularly and do not save them up until the end. 

 

Helpful details: 

ðCopies of receipts are accepted 

ðPurchases may be made at any Hy-Vee 

ðPurchases may be for anything Hy-Vee sells:  gas, catering, medicine, flowers . . . . and of course, 

food!  

ðPlease collect receipts from friends, neighbors, co-workers, grandparents, etc. 

 

Thanks to those who have been faithfully gathering receipts.  You can also bring receipts to the concert 

in December.  Keep up the good work!       Dallas and Cyndi Focht (330-7063) 
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