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          August 2010  

Welcome to the 2010-11 School year!  The Millard North 
Band has already started preparations for the upcoming 
season.  The 9-12 band students completed two weeks of 
camp during the final weeks of July.  We will hope that they 
retain some of what they learned, when the school year 
begins.  The students were glad that the pool party went off 
as planned without having to be shortened or canceled due 
to inclement weather.    
 
Our freshmen students were introduced to marching funda-
mentals and parade marching during their week of camp.  I 
am excited that we have a good group of hard-working 
freshmen students who will help improve the overall quality 
of our band program in the near future.  Our varsity band 
worked diligently to get all 25 sets of their opener on the 
field during camp.  We know that we will have to review 
much of it since two weeks has passed since they com-
pleted their camp. 
 
Varsity band students are reminded that all early-morning 
rehearsals will begin at 6:45 a.m. Tuesday through Friday 
when school resumes.  Monday morning rehearsals will 
begin at 8:45 a.m. due to the Millard North faculty being 
involved with PLC meetings until 8:30 a.m. every Monday.   
 
Freshman band students will have early-morning rehears-
als (6:45 a.m.) as needed, to prepare for Premier Night, the 
Millard Days Parade, the Columbus Marching Festival, and 
all home football games.  We combine all 9-12 band stu-
dents for the pregame show at all home football games.  
Dates and times of all early-morning rehearsals will be sent 
out in emails to all website subscribers, as well as being 
posted on the band website (www.mnband.net). 
 
I encourage everyone to read the entire newsletter for im-
portant information concerning our Millard North Band.  
Also ï please log on to the band website and become a 
registered subscriber so that you will be able to receive in-
formation regarding upcoming band rehearsals and events.  
Click on the ñemail listò icon and follow the prompts to regis-
ter your email address.  This will be very beneficial in keep-
ing updated with ñwhatôs going onò with the Millard North 
Band.  

 
I look forward to another successful year with the Mustang 
Band, and will be anxious  to see everyone at upcoming 
events. 
 Larry Rathbun  

Millard North Director of Bands  

Welcome Back!!!! I 

hope your summer was 

fun and relaxing. It sure 

seemed to go by in a 

flash. Hard to believe 

its August and time for 

Marching Band Sea-

son. 

Both the freshman and varsity band camps were HOT, 

but successful. A big ñThank Youò goes out to Maggie 

Hock and her icy pop team. They were greatly appreci-

ated on those hot days ï I even saw Mr. Rathbun ñdouble

-poppingò ï one in each hand! Thanks also to Maggie 

and those that volunteered at the pool party. It was a hot 

Friday night, and a pool party was the perfect answer; 

everyone had a good time. Do you see a theme here? 

Hot, hot HOT!! 

Our marching season kicks off with the Millard Days Pa-

rade on Saturday, August 28
th
.  Please come and join 

other band parents in cheering on the Mustangs as they 

perform in this parade. Marching season continues with 

performances at home football games, and then gets 

really exciting with the competitive marching band sea-

son. We are going to be competing at five shows this 

year ï an early competition at Millard West on September 

18
th
, then October shows including the Columbus Parade 

and Field Competition, the Lincoln Links Competition 

(letôs hope for no snow this year), the Omaha Marching 

Invitational, and conclude with the NSBA State Competi-

tion, to be held at Buell Stadium.  

The easiest way to stay up to date during this busy and 

exciting time is to check our website www.mnband.net on 

a regular basis. Youôll also find pictures of all the band 

events. If you have not already done so, please be sure 

http://www.mnband.net
http://www.mnband.net
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to visit the website and sign up to receive important infor-

mational emails from the Boosters. On the home page, 

left-hand side, half-way down, youôll see ñE-mail Listò. 

Click on that to enter in your e-mail address to subscribe. 

I am SO excited for this upcoming season. I hope you 

take the opportunity to be an active part of the Band 

Booster organization.  

    LETôS GO MUSTANG BAND!!!! 

 Ann Leever  
Booster President  

President Ann Leever 491-0009 

President-Elect Matt and Barb Sheppard 963-0556 

Treasurer Joel Knudson 697-0626 

Secretary Dawn Coury 963-0966 

After State Party & 

Picture Buttons 
OPEN  

Apparel Julie Swanson 333-6505 

Big Band Dance Steve and Sandra Davidson 493-1943 

Booster Buttons Pam Lemkau 333-3154 

Bus Chaperones Joanie Lillo 333-0738 

Bus Cookies Suzie Lewandowski 330-4612 

Contributions OPEN  

Finance Committee Joe Lillo 333-0738 

Coffee Fundraising Dallas and Cyndi Focht 330-7063 

Music Scholarships Heather Vanderveen 697-8246 

New Families  

Orientation 
Sue Halvorson 493-6409 

Newsletter Marcia Shavlik 334-4820 

Pit/Truck Crew Jim Laughlin 212-6242 

Post-Prom  

Decorating 
OPEN  

Premier Night/ 

Concert Refreshments 
Rebecca Welton 493-4646 

Records/Registration Tammy Coughlin 896-2971 

Spirit Committee Maggie Hock 715-4245 

Uniforms Tammy Coughlin 896-2971 

Website Larry & Deb Kirstein 334-1825 

are held once a month in the Multi -Purpose Room 

(next to the Band Room).   

The next meeting will be Monday,  

September 13, 2010  

All Band Parents are ALWAYS welcome to attend!  

  If anyone has any business they would  like to  

 discuss at this meeting, please call Ann Leever  

ahead of time at 491 -0009 to get your  

item(s) added to  the agenda.  

Meetings of  the Band Boosters  

DirectorsDirectors   
Larry Rathbun,  

Band Director  

 

ldrathbun@mpsomaha.org  

715 -1513  

 

Cathy Keiser,  

Assistant Band Director  

 

cakeiser@mpsomaha.org  

715 -1513  
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Millard Days Parade 
The Millard Days Parade will be held Saturday, August 28

th
 in downtown Millard.  The parade begins at 11:00 a.m.  The Mus-

tang Band will form up in the Millard Refrigeration Services parking lot, which is located at the corner of old L Street and 132
nd

 
Street.  We will be the first band to march the parade route, since we have been assigned #35 in the parade lineup order.   
 
Students are reminded to wear their summer attire band uniform.  This consists of their blue pep band shirt, blue jean shorts, 
black Drillmasters (marching shoes) and black golf anklets.  Students may purchase golf anklets at MNHS from Tammy 
Coughlin (band uniform chair) for $1 per pair.  If the pep band polo shirts havenôt been received by August 27

th
, students are 

asked to wear some sort of Millard North ñblueò t-shirt. 
 
 
When students are dropped off at Millard Refrigeration Services, they must remember to place their instrument cases back in 
their parentôs vehicle, as there will be no place to store them while marching the parade route.  It is important to get to the as-
sembly area early as parade officials close off many ñentryò streets once the parade has begun.   
 
Parents usually gather informally at the corner of 136

th
 and Potwin Street to watch the parade and cheer for the band.  Please 

visit with your student and plan where youôll meet after the parade.  The parade route ends near the Dairy Queen and the band 
members are given cold water in that area immediately following the parade.  Come join in showing your support for the Mus-
tang Band, and donôt forget to wear your ñBLUEò! 
 

 
 
 
 
All-State auditions will be held Saturday, October 9

th
, at Elkhorn High School.  Any student (sophomore through senior) 

enrolled in a school music program is eligible to audition for the All-State Band, Orchestra, Jazz Band or Choir.  The 
audition fee is $20 for each ensemble and will be paid for by the auditioning student.  Completed student applications 
and audition fees are due to Mr. Rathbun, by Friday, August 27

th
.   

 
A new set of etudes will be used for the 2010 audition process.  These etudes are labeled as ñSet Cò and can be 
found on the NMEA website ( www.nmeanebraska.org ).  Students may download the etudes and required scale infor-
mation from the MNEA website.  All-State excerpts must be picked up from Mr. Rathbun or Mrs. Keiser. 
 
Required scales and percussion rudiments that will be used for student auditions, will be posted in the main hallway at 
Elkhorn High School, at 7:00 a.m. on the morning of the audition.  Audition times will be available 1-2 weeks in advance 
of the audition date.  If necessary, students will have the opportunity to fill out a scheduling conflict sheet (at the time 
applications are submitted) in order to have an opportunity to audition at an earlier time.  These forms should only be 
used for emergency situations. 
 
No transportation will be provided and students are reminded to take their instruments/music home with them Friday af-
ter school.  Band directors will meet auditioning students at Elkhorn High School on Saturday morning, October 9

th
. 

http://www.nmeanebraska.org

